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SACAGAWEA 

Lewis and Clark's Shoshone Guide 




Written by Cindy Robertson 
Illustrated by Pat Thompson: 
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In the early 1800s, Ae state west of trie. Mississippi Kiver- 

.ands owned by France and' Spain. Many. . ■ 
abited these lands. The only white men the 
had contact with were far trappers and 
missionaries. The tribes traded far pelts for guns and other 
supplies. - 
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On May 14, 1804, the group of 45 men left the settlement of 
St. Charles on the Missouri River in keelboats and headed 
into the unknown land of the Native tribes and the buffalo. 
' Captain Lewis took his large black Newfoundland dog, 
Scannon along on the trip. Scannon was a great watchdog, 
, hunter and companion. Each night the expedition would ■ 
\ make camp. Around the campfire, they would enjoy their . 
1 dinner and talk about what adventures they would have as 
^| they traveled to the Pacific Ocean. , | 
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In November the explorers reached the village of a native 
tribe called the "Mandans" in what is now the state of North 
Dakota. The Mandans lived in earthen lodges. Hie men were 
great hunters and the women were skilled farmers. Lewis and 
Clark decided to spend the winter with this tribe. 

To travel across the Rocky Mountains and reach the Pacific 
Ocean, the group would need horses and guides. The Mandans 
told Lewis and Clark that the Shoshone tribe who lived near 
the Rocky Mountains (in the current state of Idaho) had ..." 
horses. The Mandan said the Shoshone could also provide 
guides through the mountains. 
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During their winter in North Dakota, Lewis and Clark 
met a French fur trapper Toussaint Charbonneau, who was 
married to a young Shoshone girl named Sacagawea. In the 
Shoshone language her name meant "Bird Woman." 
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When the expedition set out for the Rocky Mountains in the 
spring, Charbonneau, Sacagawea, and their baby boy, Jean . 
Baptiste, went with Lewis and Clark. Sacagawea was happy 
to be returning to the land of the Shoshone; ^Mthe••age.6f ?' ; 
eleven, a raiding party of the . Hidatsu^befhad .kidnapped-her>:^ 
from her viUage^ After Uvm^ 

years, the Hidatsu chief sold'Sacagawea 1»^namlwMeMS 
Sacagawea then became Ch^boM^au 
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Lewis and Clark kept journals during &e Expedition. The£ 



they saw along the way. During their trip; 122 species^ oi- - 7 V 
animals and 178;species of plants ^gere dociimehte^ahd ^ | 
recorded in the journals; Iliey gavfe; Saca^av^el arid Her bab^ ;v 
nicknames because their -real harries were hard for Lewis and!! 
Clark to pronounce arid write down? Sac^gawe^ &l 
"Janey" and Jean Bapti 

once saved the journals wlien& " " 
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tipped over and the journals fell into axain-swollen nver. 
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Late in July Sacagawea's cry of joy announced the group's 
arrival at the Shoshone village. Sacagawea was so happy to 
see her family and friends again. When she was invited to 
join the meeting with the leaders of the tribe, Sacagawea let 
out another cry of happiness. The Shoshone chief was her 
brother, Cameahwait. She explained to her brother that the 
group would need horses and a guide through the mountains. 
The Shoshone sold horses to the expedition and sent an old 
man whom Lewis and Clark called "Toby" to guide them 
through the rugged mountain passes of the Rockies. 
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greeted as a peaceful expedition because war parties did not 
travel with a women and a baby. Even though Sacagawea did 
not translate or speak all the languages of the tribes the 
group encountered, she could conimunicatermth'mem fusing 
Native^ American 
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The expedition reached the Pacific Ocean in November of 
1805. Everyone was fascinated by the beach and the animals 
and sea creatures that lived there. Think of what Sacagawea 
felt as she saw the "Big Water" for the first time! She tasted 
the saltiness of the water as it sprayed on her face and 
marveled at the vastness of the ocean. She loved the feel of 
the sand under her feet and the way it sifted through her ' 
fingers as she scooped up seashells. She brought her young 
son, "Pompey" to the beach to see the "Big Water/' 
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The group built a fort out of logs on the-Oregbn/cl^^ 
spent the winter there. In March of lB^^e^^^j^^^p:^ 
long trip back to St Charles. Sacagawea and 3ier 'ISomk^^&M^ 
left the expedition whenytheySeto 
^£l^^rdrmsM;S^ y:*^ 
^ Pompey'^ 

^come live with Clark" When Pompeyjvas,61den^ 
East to live; with Q 
promised: Ppmpey retuMeSiS^^ 
became a farrious guM 
Therearediff^ 
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Beginning in the year 2000, the Sacagawea Dollar will. . , 
be minted in Philadelphia and Denver to replace the 
Susan B. Anthony Dollar which has been in circulation 
since 1979. The Sacagawea Dollar features a unique gold 
color. The coin has a pure copper core with outer layers 
composed of 77% copper, 12% zinc, 7% manganese and " 
4% nickel. The coin is 26.5 mm in diameter with a weight 
of 5.670 grams and a thickness of 1.75 rrirn/ j 4^ V"' 

The obverse or front of the coin is a three-quarter^ } # 
profile of the young Shoshone woman Sacagawea. Qrf- hex '^ : f 
back, Sacagawea carries her baby boy Jean Baptiste.- She $y3§* 
carried and cared for the baby on her entire 30004iiiie 
portion of the expedition with the explorers, Meriwether ' M 
Lewis and William Clark. r [ ■ K ; 4 ^ J ^ S |S 

On the reverse or back of the coin an American bald ^ ^ 
eagle with 17 stars around the eagle - one star for each /X^'£W& 
state in the United States when the Lewis and Clark 
expedition began in 1804 - is shown. 
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newest addition 
| to our Dalmatian Press litter. Read the exciting story 
I behind the new golden dollar Hie story of Sacagawea, a 
| brave young Native American woman who helped guide 
J the Lewis and Clark expedition, is brought to life through 
I vibrant, beautiful illustrations and an insightful storyline. 
3J| gift of reading is one of the most important treasures 
yoti can give a 
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eii^our^ 
educates Aema^ 
on tfof KirrM^^ 

you will find ^^j^^^jt^cma coin&iri 



Enjoy the £tor y MSafcagawea^ Lewis and Clark's Shoslpffe ^ 
Guide jmd(^^^ pni 
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